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" (5) A student with a side-cape fell unharmed down from Skara church tower in a strong wind.
" (6) A kite, the higher it reaches, the less motion is needed to keep it in the air, as is apparent; while down by the ground it has to be lifted up by motion.
" OBSERVATA
" A machine such as this can be made to go when there is a strong wind ; otherwise it will remain still.
" It may be drawn forward on the rollers, where the ground is even. Or it may be pushed down from a roof, after it has been weighted with ballast, to the weight of a man/'
A writer in the Westminster Gazette quotes from an Italian newspaper an article by Dr. Locatelli, who relates the discovery in the Municipal Archives of Bergamo of a manuscript written " by a gentleman in London to his friend in Venice in reference to the flying machine which amid universal applause was there seen guided in the air/' Dr. Locatelli cites a number of contemporary writings referring to the machine, the invention of Father Andrea Grimaldi, of Civita Vecchia, who produced it on his return from the East Indies. The letter is given here in full for the sake of the wonderful imagination of its minute details.
" LONDON, October 18, 1751. " DEAREST FRIEND,
" A few days ago there arrived here, from the East Indies by way of Lisbon, a man of the most astonishing talent ever seen in this world. They say he is an Italian monk, a native of Civita Vecchia, by name Andrew Grimaldi, about fifty years of age, and of medium height. Under the orders of the Provincial Father and of the Propaganda he spent about twenty years in travelling in the furthest East, where in the intervals of his religious duties he devoted himself for the space of fourteen years,